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“I am the Vine, You are the Branches”  

March 11, 2020 

 

Re: Coronavirus Concerns 

 

Dear Knights of Columbus of British Columbia and Yukon,  

 

Most of you have heard about or read the letter from our Worthy Supreme Knight laying out 

guidelines on travel and meetings. His words are wise that we need to be cautious on our activities 

and we should always use common sense when it comes to avoiding virus spread. Unfortunately the 

letter was taken by many as a panic to stop everything immediately.  

 

I was involved in a concall after the letter went out stating that the email was meant to goto State 

Deputies only as locations in the US and Canada vary in severity of the virus. It was then up to the 

State Deputy to determine the severity of his particular jurisdiction and act accordingly with respect 

to travel and meetings.  

 

According to the BC Health board we are rated as low risk. A direct quote from the Vancouver 

Coastal Health is as follows:  

 
“Why are mass gatherings important in the context of COVID-19? 
Large events such as conferences, festivals, concerts, religious services, and sporting events bring 
together groups of people and may increase transmission of respiratory infections. Event 
organizers play an important role in minimizing the possibility of transmission for COVID-19, as 
well as other respiratory infections. 
 
Should I cancel my event? 
Cancellation of large gatherings is not recommended in Vancouver Coastal Health at this time due 
to very low rates of community transmission and low case counts of COVID-19. The large majority 
of transmission has occurred in household environments, with limited transmission through 
community contact.” 
 

They go onto to tell us about precautions of which you hear many times a day from the media. I had 

Grand Knights contacting me to cancel membership drives. I guess I have to ask the question, 

“why?”. The people are already in church and you are not adding anything significant by holding a 

drive. I have also had questions on holding meetings. Let’s stop and think about this…. There are 5 

Million people in BC and 46 people have been identified as carrying the virus, a quarter of them are 

tied to a nursing home, and 4 have already been determined to be free of the virus. Oustide the 

nursing home that means that about 35 people are out there and most likely quaranteened in their 

homes. Why do you not want to carry on with your meetings? 
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The media is great on giving us precautions and advice on how not to get the virus, but they are also 

great in creating a panic. Toilet Paper crisis as an example.. Use common sense. As Lisa Laflemme 

from CTV News said tonight, “Stay calm everyone”.  

 

I have had many questions on the status of our AGM and Convention at the end of April. We had a 

board meeting tonight to discuss this and at this point it is still a go. In a survey of my State Deputy 

classmates, of the eighteen I communicated with, all of them are still going forward. Many of them 

are in a far worse situation than we are.  

 

In discussions with the Sheraton Hotel earlier this week, we worked out a very stringent plan to 

keep everyone healthy. I can assure you that I don’t want anyone to get sick, including myself. If 

you are not feeling well before you come to the convention, then please don’t come. So far it 

appears we are going to have a great turnout at the meeting. Let’s even make it better.  

 

The State Board will continue to monitor the situation and I will communicate accordingly with any 

situation changes, but as of now, the Convention is still on.  

 

The media is non stop in guiding us on washing our hands frequently, staying home if we don’t feel 

well, avoid shaking hands, hugging, etc. That is what we need to do. It is great advice.  

 

Thank you for your support and understanding, 

 

God Bless,  

 

 
 

Dale Hofer 

State Deputy, British Columbia & Yukon 

 

 

cc: State Officers 

Supreme Director – Arcie Lim, PSD 

Vice Supreme Master – Andy Sambrielaz 

Past State Deputies 

 District Deputies 

 Master of the Fourth Degree, B.C. & Yukon – Bill Jankola 

Grand Knights 

 State Program Directors and Chairman 

  
 


